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Volumes were written on Napier's side and on Outranks
side. Did the Ameers mean war all the time, and were
their professions of peace only directed to delay events
until their soldiers were collected and the hot season had
come ? Or were they a poor helpless lot of enervated
rulers, driven to resist the aggression of the English
general, and only fighting at last when every o,ther
avenue of settlement had been closed against them ? To
us now two things are very clear. First, that Napier
played the game of negotiation with the Ameers from
first to last with an armed hand, ready to strike if there
was hesitation on the part of his adversaries. Second,
that his adversaries played precisely the same game with
him. Both sides got their fighting men out. One began
its march, the other took up its position of defence.
That the flint on one side and the steel on the other,
represented by their respective fighting forces, were
anxious to come to blows there cannot be a doubt; and
that when they found themselves only a few marches
distant from each other they struck and fire flew, need
never have been the cause of wonderment, least of all
the cause of wonderment to soldiers. And now for the
clash of flint and steel which bears the name of the
battle of Meanee.

From the village of Hala, thirty-three miles north of
Hyderabad, two roads led to that city. One of these,
that nearer the Indus, approached the position of
Meanee directly in front; the other, more to the east,
turned that place on its right. Napier reached Hala
on the morning of the 18th, and there his mind became
immovably determined. In the afternoon Outram
' arrived by steamer from Hyderabad, having been